
the former cases the eustachian tubes were closed, but
in the latter, in consequence of atrophy, they were

patent and fluid could easily enter ; thence he never

emploj'ed the nasal douche.
Dr. Langmaid said he referred to extreme cases

where the fetor ivas great. In the majority of cases
of disease of middle ear induced by the douche there
was associated stenosis of the nostril.
Dr. De Blois said that in many cases the vault of

the pharynx alone was affected, and for the treatment
of these he preferred the syringe to the spray, for the
uvula will get in the way of the latter and too much
force is required to clean away the secretion. He
teaches the patient to use the syringe, and never the
so-called nasal douche. His experience has been that
the large follicles are rarely cured.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
MEDICAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.

The Annual Meeting of the Council of the above
Society was held at four o'clock in the afternoon of
Thursday, October 29th, in the Harvard Medical
College on Boylston Street, Boston. A number of
new members were elected to the Society, and the
usual routine of business was transacted.
At the annual meeting of the Society held at half-

past four o'clock of the same afternoon and at the
same place the following officers were elected for the
ensuing year: President, Henry W. Williams, M.I).;
Vice-President, Richard M. Hodges, M.D. ; Treasurer,
Francis Minot, M.D. ; Secretary, Robert Amory, M.
D. ; Trustees. Joseph Sargent, W. L. Richardson, F.
C. Shattuck, B. S. Shaw, James Ayer, B. E. Cotting,
William Mack, J. O. Green, Augustine Shurtleff.
The treasurer reported that he had distributed about

fourteen hundred dollars to thirteen beneficiaries who
were eligible under the rules of the Society. The in-
vested property of the Society amounts to about
$22,0(10 in current value, but under the restrictions
in the methods of investment the accruing income is
small.
The object of this Society is to aid members of

the medical profession, crippled by age or disease, and
their families when in need.
The admission fee to new members of the Society

is fixed at three dollars, and the assessment for each
subsequent year is two dollars, payable at or before
the annual meeting. The payment of twenty-five
dollars constitutes a membership for life. The pay-
ment of fifty dollars or more at one time entitles the
donor to be inscribed as a benefactor of the Society.
Any member who shall become a benefactor of the
Society, or the widow of any such member shall be
entitled to receive the interest of the sum, thus given
by him (but not the arrears of interest), as an annuity
whenever, and as long as his circumstances shall be
such as to lead him to claim said annuity.
No annuity shall be granted to any physician or his

widow, if they shall be under sixty years of age, ex-
cept under peculiar circumstances. But annuities
once voted shall not be withdrawn, except on account
of misconduct in the recipient, or because this assis-
tance is no longer deemed necessary.
No permanent grant shall be made to any party

except upon proof of good moral character, and if
granted, it may at any time be withdrawn upon proof

of intemperance, improvidence, or immorality ; it be-
ing the intention of this Society to devote its funds to
the relief of distress arising from misfortune and not
from misconduct. No permanent grant shall be made
to a disabled physician who has, if single, $250 a year,
or if married, $300 a year to live upon.
The aid of this Society which was incorporated in

1857, shall be granted for the relief of those only who
are or have been members of this Society, and their
families ; and of other members of the medical pro-
fession who are or have been inhabitants of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, their widows and minor
children.
Donations to the general fund of this Society have

chiefly come from the members of the medical profes-
sion, but in some instances sums of money have been
devised from the estate of individuals not directly con-
nected with the medical profession. If some of the
experiences of the aid which occasional small sums
have rendered in many instances were more generally
known, the needs of increasing the general fund and
its income would most surely meet with favor among
benevolent persons.

-*-

Recent Literature.

Puerperal Convalescence and the Diseases of the Puer-
peral Period, by Joseph Kucher, M.D. 12mo,
pp. 311. New York: J. H. Vail & Co. 1886.
This book is a valuable addition to obstetric litera-

ture. The author writes after four years service as
assistant in the Second Obstetric Clinic of the Vienna
Lying-in Hospital, with -the additional experience of
several years in private practice : the book may there-
fore be accepted as reflecting the teachings of the Vi-
enna school.
Nearly half of the volume is devoted to the consid-

eration of puerperal fever. The theory that this af-
fection is an essential disease is very successfully com-
bated, and the views of Semmelweis, who nearly forty
years ago urged that puerperal fever always originated
from infection by the absorption of septic material
through lesions in the genital canal, receive the most
complete elucidation and vindication that we have
seen in the English language. The section on the
treatment of puerperal fever is, though brief, especi-
ally valuable. We do not entirely agree with the
author as to details, believing with Garrigues and
Richardson in the use of the occlusive pad and the
omission of the vaginal douche in the absence of defi-
nite indications. But methods of treatment may be
safely left to individual opinion aud experience if
based on a correct understanding of the septic origin
of the affection.
Other chapters are devoted to lactation and affec-

tions of the breasts and nipples; to albuminuria,
eclampsia, phlegmasia alba dolens, mania, and other
puerperal diseases. Practitioners will find these chap-
ters of great practical value.
The style of the book is at times brusque and dog-

matic ; rather that of the advocate than of the calm
man of science. Still, the importance of the subject
and the apathy of many members of the profession iu
the proper understanding of the nature and prophy-
laxis of puerperal fever go far in excusing an incisive
method of gaining attention. We congratulate the

! author on his work.
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